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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 7, 1972 
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Dear Ellsworth: 

Enclosed in the attached folder are the texts 
of all the messages between us and the 
North Vietnamese since the President's 
January 25, 1972 speech. The North Vietnamese 
February 29 acceptance of a March 20 private 
meeting was verbal, and therefore there is no 
text in the enclosed series. 


Warm regards, 



Henry A. Kissinger 


The Honorable 
Ellsworth Bunker 
American Ambassador 
Saigon 
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April 6, 1972 


North Vietnamese Message to U.S^ 


■4. 


n ' eS tld g s e tl of haitog recently forced the negotiations into an impasse 
"“egret " the pret Af invoiced hy the American side in its messages of 

13 March and 2 April 1972. 

on 27 March 1972 the RDVN side specUied tha^f the American ^de 
demonstrated a serious attitude^ resume^ ^ ^ ^ 
^“AlAgAe to a" private meeting with Dr Henry Kissinger on 

2 A AP fm 7 2 2 tAmATcaAAAswered thaUt would propose "A plenary 
s^sion I7tt ^Conference « 

a constantly serious attitude and u o g the RDVN side will 

the American side that: 1) -J^^^^rele as isual, as in subsequent 

come to the 148th session of t Thursday of each week. 2) Special 

C Xua“^l meet with Dr. Henry 

Kissinger on 24 April 1972, at 1000 hours at the usual address. 

The private meetings could l be 

TJun ZZZV: Z:*Z theArk of the Paris conference. 

The RDVN side once again reaffirms its desire to seek a pacifie solution . 
to the Vietnamese problem. END. 


y 
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April 5, 1972 

. (Delivered April 6, 1972) 

U.S. Message to North Viet namese 

In order to demonstrate its positive attitude and explore every possible 
opportunity for progress in negotiation, the U.S. side in its message of 
April 1, informed the North Vietnamese side that Ambassador Porter had 
been instructed to propose a Plenary Session of the Pans Conference 
Thursday. April 13, 1972. Despite this show of goodwill by the U.S. , the 
Government of North Vietnam has intensified military operations against 
the territory of the Government of South Vietnam to include the most 
flagrant violations of the understanding of 1968. Because of this grave 
escalation of military activity, and the flagrant violation of the Geneva 
Accords and the understandings of 1968, Ambassador Porter will not 
now propose a Plenary Session for April 13. 1972. A decision about the 
Plenary Session for April 20 will depend on the circumstances existing 

at that time. 


End of Message. 
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• . April 1, 1972 ' ; 

. ‘ (Delivered April 2, 1972). 

« ' t ^ 

' , • *• 

UP. S. Message to North Vietnamese j. 

*Y • *- 

The U.S. completely rejects the allegations of the March 27, 

1972 message from the North Vietnamese side. It does not accept 

the Nor tli Vietnamese characterization of the reasons for the 

suspension of the Paris conference. The IES. side has attended 

the conference in good faith in order to engage in fruitful talks, and 

it was the consistent refusal of the North Vietnamese side to hold 

serious discussions that led to the suspension. 

Nevertheless in order to demonstrate its positive attitude and 

• . 

explore every possible opportunity for progress in negotiations, 

Ambassador Porter will propose a plenary session <?f the Paris 

conference on Thursday, April 13, 1972. On this basis, the U.S. 

side reaffirms its agreement to a meeting between Dr. Kissinger 

and Special Adviser Le Due Tho and Minister Xuan Thuy on . 

April 24, at 10:00 a.m, , at the usual location. 

*The U.S. side points out that the military operations launched 
, # • 

$ 

by the North Vietnamese in recent days near the demilitarized zone 
and elsewhere and the firing of missiles from North Vietnamese teiiitoi) 

f 

* > # 4 r 
into South Vietnamese airspace are inconsistent with the purpose ol 

these meetings. The U.S. side has been showing great restraint in it:: 

S 
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res 


ponsc in order to give negotiations every chance to succeed but it 
cannot remain indifferent if the step-up of military operations continues. 
A continuation of these stepped-up attacks would jeopardize the holding 


of this meeting. 

The United States wishes to emphasize that it will enter the 
discussions with Special Advisor Le Due Tho and Minister Xuan 
Thuy with the earnest intention to settle the war rapidly on a basis 

just to all. 

Because of the need to make the technical preparations for travel 
to Paris, the U.S. side would appreciate a prompt response to this 
message. 
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^ orth Vietnamese Message to U ■ S . 

„ RDVN side explicitly explained to the American .side 


1 


I- 


On six March 1972, the 
the reason why the private meet ini; would he moved from 20 March to 15 April. 

It reaffirms that (he reason was justified and well founded. It rejects completely 

the absurd allegations advanced by the American side in its mcssa G e of 13 March 

1972. 

• i n oevoin nvnvooc-ed its doubt of the usefulness 
On 13 March 1972, the American side a&am expic^ea 

of continuing the private meetings. The RDVN side believes it necessary to recall 

here that the American side has taken numerous steps tending to create obstacles 

to the negotiations. The United States annulled the meeting scheduled for 20 

November 1971 on their- own and unilaterally divulged the tenor of the private 

• meetings. During the recent period they ordered continued aerial attacks against 

North Vietnam, in serious violation of their engagement to cease completely 

bombardments against the RDVN. hr addition, the American side has continuously- 

tergiversated the work of the Paris Conference on Vietnam. 

What is particularly grave is that on 24 March 1972, President Nixon declared 
that he had personally ordered the American Delegation to suspend indefinitely the 
Paris Conference on Vietnam. The latter advanced unreasonable allegations to 
justify it.s actions to place the responsibility on the Government of the RDVN and 
the GRD of flic RSVR The sine die suspension of the Paris Conference and the 
conditions, posed for the resumption of the work of the conference reflects in a 
••tarUing maimer the non-serious, altitude which the American side adopted fi 
U,c beginning of the negotiations for the peaceful solution of the Vietnamese probh 
The responsibility lor lids impasse of the negotiations on Vietnam rests entirely 


on Iho AnuTHum 
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The RDVN side.urgcntly demands that the American side pursue serious 

negotiations and resume the Paris Conference as customary. 

If the American side refuses to continue the usual sessions of the Paris 
Conference, that will additionally demonstrate that the United States lacks serious- 
ness in the negotiations and that it is only pursuing its policies of Vietnamization 
of the war. Under such conditions, we question the utility of haring a private 
meeting between Special Counselor LE DUC THO and Minister XUAN THUY with 

Dr. Henry ICCSSINGER. 

If the United States wishes to show its serious attitude they should attend the 
customary sessions of the Paris Conference. The RDVN side wishes to inform 
the American side that if the work of the Paris Conference is resumed as is 
customary, Special Counselor LE DUC THO and Minister XUAN THUY will agree 
to a private meeting with Dr. Henry KISSINGER on 24 April at 1100 hours at the 
usual place. The RDVN side reaffirms once again its serious attitude and its 
good will in search of a peaceful solution to the Vietnamese problem. 
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U.S. Message to North Vietnamese 


March 13, 1972 


1 


On February 14, 1972 U>c North Vietnamese side said that 
Special Adviser Lc Due The and Minister Xuan Thuy were disposed 
to meet with Dr. Kissinger after March 15. On February 17 the U. S. 
side proposed March 20 as a meeting date. It pointed out that the 
proposals of both sides should be considered, -and stated that "it 
expects to negotiate on this basis with an attitude of justice and 
generosity and with a view to bringing about a rapid end of the war. 

On February 29, 1972 the North Vietnamese side agreed to meet on 

March 20. . • . • • 

• • • 

' One week later, on March 7, the North Vietnamese side postponed 
the meeting agreed upon by the two sides until April 15. The basis 
for this postponement is utterly rejected by the U. S. Side. It is 
noted that the allegation of U. S. aerial attacks on February 16 and 17 
is belied by the North Vietnamese acceptance of the March 20 meetxng 
date, several days later. Furthermore, a careful rechecking of the 
facts makes dear that the allegation of U. S. aerial attacks m the 
period March 1 to March 6 is totally unfounded. 

Because of previous commitments made by Dr. Kissinger, the date 
of April 15 is not feasible. The U.S. side proposes that Dr. Kissinger 
meet with Special Adyiser Le Due Tho and Minister Xuan Thuy on Monday, 
April ?A, 1972 at 1 1:00 a. m. at the usual location. In view of piepaiation. 
for (he Presidential travels to Moscow and other demands, this date is 
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only possible tijne for Dr. Kissinger to come secretly to Paris during this 
period. ! 

The U.S. side points out that the North Vietnamese practice of changing 


or postponing jointly agreed meetings in this channel calls into question the 
utility of continuing it. 

The U.S. side also wishes to reaffirm that the purpose of these 

+- * 

meetings requires that neither side attempt to place the other under 
military duress by escalating the level of military activity. 


":k 
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/' • . * March 7, 1972 * 
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• . 1 
•<1 • j 

. North Vi etnamese 'Message to U.S. v 

* • 

* . *♦ % * % 

. • .... » 

After the cancellation of the private meeting 
anticipated for the twentieth of November, 1971 between 
Dr. H. Kissinger and Minister Xuan Thuy- the United States 
.unilaterally made public the private conversations between 
the RDVN and the U.S. On 26 January 1972. The American 
side proposed the resumption of private meetings with the 
RDVN. As a consequence of its good will, the RDVN side 
'{j accepted the proposition on fourteen February 1972 and indicated 

that it would be willing to meet with the American side after 
15 March. Immediately after on 16 and 17 February 1972, the 
U.S. launched extensive aerial attacks against RDVN territory, 
attacks which caused vigorous protestations of world- opinion. 


On 17 February 1972 the American side proposed that a meeting 
. * 

of Dr. II, Kissinger with special counselor Le Due Tho and Minister 

Xuan Thuy be held on 20 March 1972. On 29 February 1972 the 
> 

DRVN side agreed to this date, however immediately after the 
U.S. launched a savage aerial attack against North Vietnam from 
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t ... v. iqto The above mentioned 

one and continying through six March 1972. ,l| 

actions arc in violation of the -or lean engagement of the 
complete cessation of bombardments against North Vietnam, 
the other hand the U.S. postponed the establishment of the date 
o£ the Paris Conference on Vietnam. *s - -suit of these actrons 
by the U.S. we postpone the private me'et'ings scheduled for 20 
March 1972 to 15 April 1972./ The DRW side once again reaffirms 
' its good will and its constant wish to find rapidly a peaceful 
solution to the Vietnam problem." . ^ . 


* , . «*» 
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. - • February 17, 1972 ' , 
U.S. Message to North Vietnamese . % 


• The United States side is ready to resume negotiations with 
the North Vietnamese side and proposes that Dr. Kissinger meet 

with Special Adviser Le Due Tho and Minister Xuan Thuy at 11:30 A. M. 

* " • 

■ on Monday, March 20 at the usual location. Dr. Kissinger will travel 
secretly to and from Paris in the customary fashion. If because of 
• recent public attention his absence should be noted, the White House 
will adopt the position of "no comment." 

The United States side believes that the proposals of both sides 

• * V • 

• 9 

:| should be considered. It expects to negotiate on this basis with an 

attitude of justice and generosity and with a view to bringing about 
a rapid end of the war. Needless to say, the attempt to place one 
side under military duress by escalating the level of military activity 
is inconsistent with the purpose of these meetings. 
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.• February 14, 1972 


North Vietnam ese Message to U.S. 
— :r ~ i 


"On October 11, 1971 Dr. Kissinger proposed a meeting 
'with Special Adviser be Due The and Minister Xuan Thuy. The two 
: sides agreed that a meeting would take place on November 20 , 1971. 

'■ -on November 17, the DRVN side told the American side that Le Duo 
joyyho was iidc and could not attend the November 20 meeting, but 
| that Minister Xuan Thuy was willing to meet Dr. Kissinger on the 

' date and at the hour' which had been agreed. . 

! The American side decided on its own initiative to 

cancel' the November 20 meeting. Immediately thereafter the American 
delegate to'' the Paris Conference took measures aimed at Sabotaging 
the conference 'and' the United States launched air attacks against . 
the DRVN. Thereafter President Nixon in his statement on January ^ 

25 } 1972 and Dr. Kissinger at his press conference on January 26, 
1972, unilaterally revealed and even deformed the meaning of the 
private meetings between the DRVN and the United States and made 

public the* American eight-point proposal. 

The DRVN' side had always thought that the keeping secret 

( of the substance <>r the negotiations or the publishing thereof made 
no difference and had no importance. The American side had often 
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jposed that these private mcctincs be kept confidential. 

Replying to this request the DRVN side agreed that both sides 
1 would not publish the substance of the private meetings. Never- 1 
theless the American side did not hold to its commitment and thus 
created serious difficulties for the negotiations. There is no 
possible justification for this violation of its commitment by 
the United States. 

On February 2, 1972 the Provisional Revolutionary 
Government of the Republic of South Vietnam declared that they 
would not accept the eight-points of the United States and gave 
further clarification concerning the two key points of the seven 

... point solution. The settlement 'of these two key questions will 

• & / : • • 
facilitate that of the other questions to end the war and restore 

peace in Vietnam. ’ 

On February 5, 1972 the ''■DRVN Government expressed its 

total -agreement with thv. points of view expressed by the PRG of 
South Vietnam in its statement published on February 2, 1972. 

* V* 

•. On January 26, 19’72 the American side again proposed 
a private meeting between. Dr. Kissinger and Special Adviser 
Le Due Tho 'and Minister Xuan Thuy. 

. 9 
9 

In order to demonstrate once more its serious attitude 

in the search for a peaceful solution for this Vietnamese problem 

with the logical and reasonable proposals which it has heretofore 

advanced, the DRVN side informs the American side that Special 

Adviser he Due Tho and Minister Xuan Thuy are disposed to moot 
Dr. Kissinger after March 15, 1972. The American side will decide the exact time 
and date at their convenience." 
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January 26, 1972 

"■ U.S. Message to North Vietnamese 
It lu with great reluctance, hut with no reasonable alternative, 

that the United Stalest jo revealing publicly the oecrct negotiations with 
« 

the North Vietnamese. ‘ | 

Over three months ago, the U.S. aide transmitted a comprehensive 
new proposal designed to bring about an early negotiated settlement of 
the conflict. This proposal built upon the progress made in previous 
meetings and specifically took account of remaining North Vietnamese 

• ■ <r* 

concerns. Since then, the North Vietnamese side has failed to respond 
to the proposal or agreed to meet at an authoritative level to discuss it. 

In the meantime, public accusations continue to be made that the United 

I 

States refuses to negotiate seriously. This has left the United States 
no choice but to demonstrate its attitude toward negotiations and seek a 
response to its proposal. • • 

t 0 \ 

. 9 

The United States side, as it said in its message of November 19, 

/' 

1971, continues to seek, "to bring a rapid end to the war on a basis just 
for all parties. " It repeats its willingness to consider alternative ideas 

i 

put forward by the North Vietnamese side. It stands behind everything 

that it has said in the private discussions, both its general attitude toward" 
» 

a peaceful settlement and its specific proposals. 

The United States is ready to negotiate on the basis of the. proposal 
>> 

outlined by the President in his speed). The President is prepared to 

nond I))'. Kissinger back to Paris to resume negotiations with .Special 

* 

Adviser Le Due Tho, or any other appropriate official from Hanoi, 
together with Minister Xuan Tluiy.- 
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